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What is the regional event fund?

The Regional Event Fund provides financial and in-kind 
support to events that promote South Australia and 
its regions as tourism destinations.

There are four categories of Regional Event Funding 
available;

	 Significant Event Funding 
	 Up to three years funding for new large-scale 
 	 signature events that have the potential to be 
 	 nationally or internationally significant and which 
 	 provide substantial visitation, media and profiling 
 	 opportunities and economic impact for South Australia.

	 Established Event Funding 
	 Up to three years funding for events that can 
 	 demonstrate a strong record of growth and a 
 	 strategy for event innovation.

	 Development Event Funding 
	 Up to three years funding for events that demonstrate 
	 potential for growth & development.

	 Emerging Event Funding 
	 Up to two years funding for events that are 
 	 1 – 3 years young, with a focus on community 
	 events.

How much funding can we apply for?

	 Significant Event Funding 
	 From $50,000

	 Established Event Funding 
	 From $20,000 to $50,000 
 

	 Development Event Funding 
	 From $10,000 to $20,000

	 Emerging Event Funding 
	 From $5,000 to $10,000

Is our event eligible for funding?

All events and festivals wishing to apply for support 
must meet the eligibility criteria for the category of 
funding they wish to apply for. Eligibility criteria for 
each category is outlined in the Regional Event 
Fund Guidelines.

Can our event apply for funding through more 
than one category of Regional Event Funding? 

No.

Can our event apply for funding through the 
Regional Event Fund & the Major Event Fund? 

No.
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How do we apply?

Applications for Significant Event Funding are accepted 
year-round. Events seeking Significant Event Funding 
event will be assessed on a case by case basis in line 
with Events South Australia’s Major Event Guidelines. 
Event organisers are encouraged to contact and/or 
meet with the Events South Australia Acquisition and 
Development team to discuss their proposal prior to 
submitting an application. 

All other categories of funding through the Regional 
Event Fund will have two intake rounds. Round one for 
2022/23 will open in January 2022 and Round two 
will open in August 2022. Eligible applicants will be 
required to complete the online application form on 
the South Australian Tourism Commission’s website.

If we are successful are there restrictions on 
how we can spend the funds?

In addition to the parameters of the previous Regional 
Events and Festivals Program, which restricted funding 
to marketing costs, the new Regional Event Fund 
covers a range of funding uses such as the engagement 
of short term specialised personnel, hire of temporary 
infrastructure, strategic plan development and marketing 
costs. There are some restrictions which are outlined in 
the Regional Event Fund Guidelines. 

Our event is held in metropolitan Adelaide are 
we still eligible to apply for funding?

Yes, Adelaide is considered a region of South Australia.

Our event is a one-off event are we still eligible 
to apply?

Yes, one off events that will deliver a clear return on 
investment and align with SATC strategic initiatives 
such as the Regional Visitors Strategy are eligible to 
apply for funding through the Emerging Event and 
Significant Event categories.

What is ATDW?

The Australian Tourism Data Warehouse (ATDW) is 
Australia’s national platform for digital tourism information. 
More information about ATDW can be found here. 

What supporting documents will we need to 
provide as part of our application for funding 
through the Regional Event Fund? 

Applicants will be asked to include supporting 
documentation to support their online application. 
Each category of funding requires specific supporting 
documents that are relevant to that category. Supporting 
documents that you can expect to provide include event 
marketing plan, event evaluation data from your most 
recent event, a business case, letters of support and 
your organisations financial statements. The required 
supporting documents for each funding category are 
outlined in the Regional Event Fund Guidelines. 

How will our application be assessed?

A comparative application process is conducted by  
the South Australian Tourism Commission against 
the eligibility criteria. 

How long will the assessment process take?

Assessment of the applications received will commence 
as soon as the relevant round of funding has closed. 
Assessment for round one of the 2022/23 Regional 
Event Fund will take place in May and June 2022, with 
the successful applicants for round 1 announced in 
July 2022.

If we are successful, when & how will the money 
be paid?

If you are successful, you will be notified by the SATC 
and you will be required to enter into a sponsorship 
agreement. Details of this agreement, including the 
payment schedule of the financial support being provided 
will be negotiated to meet the specific needs of each event.
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Are there conditions relating to the funding? 
Yes, successful applicants will be required to enter 
into a sponsorship agreement with SATC and will be 
required to commit to the delivery of specific event 
outcomes, sponsor benefits and acquittal obligations.  

 
Will all eligible events receive funding?

No, a comparative application process will be conducted, 
and funds will be allocated to eligible events until the 
available Regional Event Grant Fund is fully exhausted.

When do applications close?

Applications for Significant Event Funding will be 
accepted year-round.

Applications for Round 1 of the 2022/23 Regional 
Event Fund will close at 5pm on Friday 22 April.
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Will late applications be accepted?

No, late applications will not be accepted.

Where can I find the Regional Event Fund guidelines?

The Regional Event Fund Guidelines are available here 
and on the South Australian Tourism Commission’s 
website.

Who can I contact if I have further questions?

If you have any questions, please contact Event South 
Australia’s Development Executive on (08) 8463 4650 or 
via email esa@sa.gov.au
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